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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 
I, Norman G. Lewis, declare as follows: 

1. I am an inventor of the subject matter described and claimed in United States 
Patent Application No. 09/673,918, having an international filing date of April 23, 1999, and a 
priority date of April 24, 1998, entitled Recombinant Secoisolariciresinol Dehydrogenase, and 
Method of Use. 

2. I am a co-author of the abstract entitled "Purification of Secoisolariciresinol 
Dehydrogenase" {Plant Physiology, (Abstract), published in May 1997) (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Davin et al. abstract"), and I am an inventor of the subject matter which is disclosed in the 
Davin et al. abstract and in the above-referenced patent application. 

3. In addition to myself, there are four other co-authers of the Davin et al. abstract: 
Laurence B. Davin, Zhi-Qiang Xia, Michael A. Costa, and Masayuki Fujita. Each of the 
foregoing co-authors are also named as inventors in the above-referenced patent application 
except for Masayuki Fujita. 

4. Masayuki Fujita was a post-doctoral research fellow who worked in my 
laboratory at the Institute of Biological Chemistry, Washington State University. Dr. Fujita 
helped to characterize another enzyme in the same biochemical pathway as secoisolariciresinol 
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dehydrogenase. Dr. Fujita did not contribute to the isolation, cloning or characterization of 
secoisolariciresinol dehydrogenase. 

5. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
above-referenced application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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